Kenyon College

November 14, 2016
Dear Students, Colleagues, and Members of our Community,

We stand in solidarity with those groups on campus, to which we belong and to which we don’t, who
are experiencing marginalization, threats, oppression, fear, loneliness, or ostracization. We write at
the close of a vitriolic presidential campaign that aggressively legitimized intimidation of and
violence against people of color, immigrants of all statuses, Muslims and Muslim-passing people,
Jews, women of all backgrounds, trans people, LGBQI+ people, people with disabilities, and people at
the intersection of these identities. We reject this without exception and without caveat. We
vehemently reject the notion that our country can or may institutionalize privilege of one
group over another.

We stand with each other and with you.

We reject the notion that human rights apply to select groups. We reject the idea that the protection
of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness is a political issue. We reject hate in all its forms. We
oppose the evils of discrimination, bigotry, and practices that demean and marginalize members of
our community and the nation.

There is a time for every purpose and every work. We recognize that individual people support
specific politicians for complex reasons. The time will come for careful analysis and deep
understanding of this election cycle. We will look to each other for critical understanding. We will
promote open, civil discourse as we gain that understanding. We will have different political
viewpoints and make different choices. We are, however, completely committed to the common good
and to a high ethical and moral standard in which hate, targeting, or limiting the rights of any
resident of any status are categorically rejected. We believe America’s promise of greatness can only
be realized when our entire community is included in working for the common good. And right now,
we can not “be okay.”

We will not “be okay” until all marginalized communities can honestly claim the inalienable rights
protected by the texts of our democracy—not for citizens or for groups, but for humanity.

We will not “be okay” until the last members of the community are.
We will not “be okay” until we all no longer fear for our safety.

We pledge to maintain and strengthen Kenyon’s commitment to inclusion and equity. Our
community, classrooms, and intellectual disciplines are enriched by the heterogeneity of people from
different places, backgrounds, families, and experiences. We pledge to be the people you can come to
for help and support. We pledge to work to anticipate needs so we will not need to be asked. We
pledge to persist in the face of inevitable setbacks. Please tell us what you need from the
community. We are allies. We will work to enact concrete steps that enable long-lasting progress.
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